
CARE Turns to Telemedicine During Pandemic
As the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic moves around the globe and across 
communities, nonprofit organizations like CARE for Children have been 
tasked with ensuring safe operations while still carrying out their missions.  

“Despite the current strain and uncertainty, mission-driven work remains 
essential.  Change is never easy and adaption during a crisis is challenging,” 
said Tina Martin, CARE executive director.  “The CARE staff remains 
committed to the children and families who need services and support.”

In March, Pennsylvania schools and non-essential businesses closed in 
response to orders from the PA Department of Education and Governor Tom 
Wolf.  Since the closure, CARE transitioned to providing Early Intervention 
and school-based therapy services via telemedicine (also known as telehealth 
and teletherapy) in response to health and safety concerns surrounding 
COVID-19.  Therapists working from their homes provide sessions via live 
video rather than in-person, ensuring that there are no interruptions in 
service during this time of physical distancing.

“Although our normal routine of going into clients’ homes for therapy has changed, 
tele-intervention has been a great alternative,” said Gina Kane, M.S., CCC-SLP, CARE 
speech and language pathologist. “We are able to use technology to stay in touch 
with families, provide strategies to help with daily routines, and instruct parents how 
to utilize materials in the home to address goals.” 

Under normal circumstances, CARE therapists see children in a variety of settings 
including schools, homes, daycares, and community locations like libraries.  New 
approaches had to be adopted with families sheltering at home.  Similar to traditional 
therapy, the structure of the video session and resources used can be adapted to 
each individual child to best meet their needs and make therapy fun and effective. 

“Telemedicine for school-based students gives the parents a first-hand look of what 
therapy entails,” said Ashley Carlson, MOT/OTR/L, CARE pediatric therapy services 
director.  “Therapists are able to coach the parents during the session to support
their child’s needs.  Parents are able to support the child differently now when 
completing school work by utilizing the techniques observed and used during the 
telemedicine session,” noted Carlson.

“The organization has quickly adapted to the changes needed to make the 
telemedicine model of therapy successful,” added Martin.  “Without intervention 
children may regress or not meet important milestones.  Telemedicine enables
the CARE staff to meet our mission, support families and provide necessary therapy 
without putting children, families, or CARE staff members at risk.”

Pictured top:  Gina Kane, M.S., CCC-SLP, 
provides speech services to a two year 
old with the help of Mr. Potato Head and 
telemedicine.

Bottom:  School Street Elementary 
student Ben Baxter, age 10, works on 
an occupational therapy worksheet at 
home.  Therapists put together packets 
and are providing school-based therapy 
via telemedicine.
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Visit CARE for Children, 
McKean County 
on Facebook for 

information on programs 
and events.

WINTER RECREATION
Annual Adaptive Ski Outing
CARE held its annual Adaptive Ski 
Outing in February at Holiday Valley 
Ski Resort.  It was a perfect winter 
day with ten school-age children in 
attendance.  Each child was paired with 
one or more volunteer instructors and 
given expert instruction as part of the 
Holiday Valley Lounsbury Adaptive Ski 
Program, which is a chapter of Disabled 
Sports/USA. 
Pictured left on the slopes is Brie 
Gustafson, age 9, along with volunteer 
Lounsbury Adaptive Ski Program 
instructor Carol Fierle and pictured 
right, Jay Newcombe, age 9, with his 
Lounsbury instructor.  
The ski outing was sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Port Allegany, Todd 
Busses donated transportation to and 
from Ellicottville, N.Y., and Walmart 
provided snacks and refreshments.  
Staff time is funded in part from an 
annual grant from the United Way of 
the Bradford Area, Inc.
 
19th Annual Basketball Mini Camp
CARE’s basketball mini camp for school-
age children was held on March 7th at 
the Bradford YMCA. Over 40 children 
attended the event.  CARE therapists, 
teachers, staff, and volunteer coaches 
from the community assisted with skill 
stations which focused on different 
activities including passing, dribbling, 
shooting, layups, ball handling 
and defense; and the children also 
participated in calisthenics and relays. 
Each child in attendance received a tee 
shirt and a basketball. After camp, lunch 
was hosted for campers and their family 
members at Hill United Methodist 
Church.  Tee shirts were sponsored by 
the Italian American Progressive Club.    
Pictured at the mini camp are CARE 
kids (l-r) Josh Kinney, age 14, and Jonah 
Schmidt, age 16 and CARE Speech 
Pathologist, Kylie Battin, M.S., CCC-SLP, 
who helped Frankie Fernandez, age 11, 
with his jump shot.

PRESCHOOL FUN
Top photo: The Erie Traveling Zoo 
visited Rainbow Corner Preschool in 
early March.  The special program, 
led by Grace Lewis, Erie Zoo 
outreach specialist, revolved around 
the rhyming alphabet book Chicka 
Chicka Boom Boom, by Bill Martin Jr. 
and John Archambault.

Rainbow Corner preschoolers 
listened to the story, and watched 
the alphabet come to life with three 
animal visitors including a bunny, 
turtle, and ferret.  The students 
practiced letter identification and 
sounds while learning about each 
animal. Top photo: Preschool 
students are pictured petting 
“Shadow”.

Bottom photo:  Students from 
preschool had a field trip to Pitt 
Bradford in February to attend a 
performance of Rainbow Fish at the 
Bromeley Theatre.  Tickets were 
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of 
Bradford and Mrs. Lynne Kuntz.



CARE for Children Tribute Gifts
In Memory of:                                 Given by:

June Aiello Mike and Patty Gamble
Ellen Bagnato Susie Bagnato & Family
John M. “Mick” Burns Pete and Trudy Gulnac
Clara Deloe Michael Schweinberg
Adam DeSio Craig, Kimberly and Elias Engstrom
Joseph Edwards Mick Marshall and the Staff at Marshall Insurance Services
Clara Joyce Evan Amanda Armstrong & Family; Tom and Patsy Arrowsmith; Susie Bagnato & Family; 
 Bill and Barb Black; Bradford Area Christian Academy; CARE for Children; Bruce and Marsha 

Campbell; Sandra Camberg; Mike and Susan Carlson; Nate, Ashley and Ryan Carlson; 
 Robbie Stidd Carter & Family; Marcia Caruso; Jeff and Val Coast; Guy and Martha Colella; 

Gloria Colella and T. Colella; Jim and Gae Colligan; Laurie Dunkle Waxler; Lee and Gloria 
Eliason; Craig, Kimberly and Elias Engstrom; Karen Ericson; Gordon and Janice Ernest; 
Angela Erway; Howard Fesenmyer; Marc and Susan (Tate) Fitzgerald; Dave and Nancy 
Fuhrman, Scott and Michelle Elliott, David and Maggie Fuhrman; Jim and Karen Gelston; 
Richard and Lee Glady; Suzanne Gleason; Pete and Trudy Gulnac; Gary and Dana Haven;

 Tim and Cherri Hayden; Tim, Ed, and Erica Hayden; Connie Henry, Jim and Wendy Henry, 
and Mark and Jeannie Henry; Bev Hull; Richard Johnson and Marlene Ericson; Jerry 
Johnson, Sr. & Family; Kathleen Jones; Jim and Leslie Kallenborn & Family; Corky and Kay 
Cline; Jim and Sharol Long; Larry and Molly Loughlin; Shirley James & Family; Becky, Bryant 
& Family, Ed, Tamie & Family, Kathy, Des & Family, and Laurie, Rick & Family; Melanie 
Luther-Shay; Lou and Jane Luzzi; Barb Lyons; Wayne and Catherine MacDonald; Mick and 
Michele Marshall; Tina Martin; Mike Martin and Debbie Curtin; Marcia and Jim McAndrew; 
Jim and Staci McCord; Phil and Lisa Miller; Paul Monjar; Ross and Patti Neidich; John and 
Rosemary Osborne; Bill Peckham; Mike and Rhonda Pfeil; Debbie Pingie; Clare Pusateri; 
Scott and Mary Ann Quinn; Claudia Quinn; Joan Raabe; Randy and Beth Race; Nancy and 
Dennis Ridgeway; Joanne Roeder; Mary Ann Roney; John and Jeanie Satterwhite; Jo and 
Ray Saunders; Jim and Marsha Shannon; Robert and Carole Thomas; Jennie Toal; Lisa Zurat; 
Pasquale Vigliotta; Blaise and Anne Wick; Don and Cheryl Wiley; Chris and Maria Wolcott; 
Mary Wolford and Mr. and Mrs. Dave Taylor; Valerie Yerdon

Ted Ford Mike and Patty Gamble
Clifford Frick Bill and Barb Black
Judith Gorton Bill and Barb Black; Richard and Ann Cavallero; Lewis and Luanne Keller; Doug and Lynne 

Kuntz; Lou and Mary Kay Sokoly
Timothy Harris Greg and Cherie Booth; Carl J. and Carol Cavallero; Marlene Ericson & Family
Pauline Higie CARE for Children
Marcia Holly Greg and Cherie Booth; Patti DeFrank; Michael Schweinberg; Ron & Kathy Symington and 

David Nuzzo
Tim Lyons Mike and Susan Carlson
Robert C. Mague Mike and Patty Gamble
Skylar Marie Joan Mansour
John Christy McCoy Joan Mansour
A. James McGill Bill and Barb Black; Greg and Cherie Booth; CARE for Children; Jeff and Val Coast; 
 The Engstrom Family; Dave and Nancy Fuhrman, Scott and Michelle Elliott, David and 

Maggie Fuhrman; Wayne and Catherine MacDonald; David and Marcia Rimer
Joyce Murry Jim and Karen Gelston
Sally Nichols Susie Bagnato & Family
Richard Ogurchak The Maduri Family; Joe and Wendy Yaros
Harold Page Patti DeFrank
Barb Price Steve and Barb Stidd
Marv Race Steve and Bridget Marasco
William Redmond Patti DeFrank

Donors who make an annual fund contribution or general gift, including in-kind gifts of goods and services,
will be recognized in the Annual Report.  Thank you for your generosity.  If any mistakes or omissions occurred

in the production of this newsletter please let us know so that we may apologize and correct the error.

MEMORIALS             February 1st through April 30th



MEMORIALS                 February 1st through April 30th

In Memory of:                                 Given by:
Ron Ridenour Ron and Terri Orris
Bruce Slater Lewis Keller; Staci and Jim McCord 
Samuel B. Slocum Ron and Terri Orris; Lou and Mary Kay Sokoly
Louis Stewart Lou and Mary Kay Sokoly
Thomas L. Stiver Jan Brown and Mary Sue Golen; CARE for Children; Val and Jeff Coast; Sue Martin; 
 Tina Martin and Jim Andrews; Phil and Lisa Miller
Mary Ann Tanty Ron and Terri Orris; Claudia Quinn; Lynn and Jane Sanderson
Lucille Taylor Tina Martin
Elizabeth “Claire” Toal Ron and Bonnie Booth; Joan Mansour; Lisa Zurat
Judy Wolcott Patti DeFrank

HONORARIUMS        February 1st through April 30th

In Honor of: Given by:
Nick Campogiani Jason and Lynette Campogiani
Joan L. Klinestiver Kathleen Jones
Johnny Mike Miller Barb Reid
Trevor Pecora Carol Pecora
Brenden Stidd Mary Jane Pingie
Preston Taylor Bill and Deb Taylor

Donations In Memory of:               Given by:
Julianna Rose Barton    Robert and Kathy Stidd
David Bayline    J. Michael and Katherine Bayline
Camas and Donohue Families    Rocco and Kay Camas
Nancy Campbell    Frank and Kathy Maduri
Nancy T. Campbell    Tina Martin and Max Paterniti
David L. (Gus) Carley    The Carley Family
Andrew Curtin    Michael Martin
Clara Joyce Evan    Greg and Cherie Booth
Leo & Jessie Gallina and Philip Gallina    Reverend Leo Gallina
Edward Loughlin    Gene and Helen DeFrank
Leo & Ann Lyons, Dennis Lyons and Jimmy Lyons  Prime Media, Pat Lyons
James R. Martin    Frank and Kathy Maduri
Mark Morell    Patti DeFrank
Frederick J. Moricca III    E & M Engineers and Surveyors, PC
Robert W. Nix IV    Jim and Carrie Roberts
Jim Reid    Barb Reid
Frank Ross    Louise Stoltz
Harry Stoltz    Louise Stoltz
Donald Switzer    Kevin and Cindy Keane

DONATIONS IN MEMORY     February 1st through April 30th



CARE for Children is a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the lives of children of all abilities.

I want to support CARE for Children.  Please count my annual fund gift of  $

Giving Levels:

CARE Hero  $10 - $49
CARE Advocate  $50 - $99

CARE Champion  $100 - $249
CARE Achiever  $250 - $499
CARE Builder  $500 - $999

CARE Leader  $1,000 - $2,499
Bronze  $2,500 - $4,999
Silver  $5,000 - $7,499
Gold  $7,500 - $9,999

Platinum  $10,000 and up

TRIBUTE GIFT OPTIONS:
In Memory of In Honor of In Celebration of

Name:

Please send acknowledgement card to the following:

Recipient Name(s):

Address:

City:           State:       Zip:

CARE for Children is a 501(c)(3) organization. The official registration and financial information of 
CARE for Children may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 1-800-732-0999.  

Registration does not imply endorsement.

MAKE YOUR GIFT WITH A CHECK:
Payable to CARE for Children 
(Remit to P.O. Box 616, 
Bradford, PA 16701)

MAKE YOUR GIFT BY CREDIT CARD:
Online at www.careforchildren.info
or by calling CARE  (814) 362-4621

PLEASE INVOICE ME:
_____Monthly (12 payments)
_____Quarterly (4 payments)
_____Semiannual (2 payments)
_____One-time payment

MATCHING GIFT:
_____Matching gift form is enclosed. 

_____Please keep my gift anonymous.

CARE for Children 2020 Annual Fund

ORGANIZATION CONTACT:

ADDRESS:

CITY:      STATE:  ZIP:

PHONE:    EMAIL:

NAME/ORGANIZATION:

PLEASE DESIGNATE MY GIFT TO:
CARE Programs & Services for Children of All Abilities

Area of Greatest Need or

Donor name should appear in CARE listings and publications as follows:

Please contact me to discuss additional giving opportunities.

*Gifts/pledges made by June 30, 2020 will be included in the 2019- 2020
Honor Roll of Donors; donations after that date will be included in 2020-2021.

Leigha’s family is grateful that CARE has been and continues 
to be a support, providing her the opportunity to be successful 

in school, the community and at home.
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Board of Directors
Norm Strotman, President

Tyler R. Hannah, Vice President
Joseph Yaros, Treasurer

Thomas E. Ball, Secretary

Greg Booth
Alla Marie ‘Bunny’ Comilla

Karen Gelston
Fred Graham

Anne M. Hardy
Richard S. Johnson

Lynne Kuntz
Joe Lashway

Jim Macfarlane
Mick Marshall
Deborah Price

Services & Programs
Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy
Speech-Language Pathology
Early Intervention Services

School-Based Therapy
Social Work/Family Support
Rainbow Corner Preschool
Developmental Screenings

Child Safety & Injury Prevention
Therapeutic Recreation & Respite

Adaptive Equipment Clinics
Pediatric Equipment Loan

 Disability Awareness
Child Safety & Injury Prevention

McKean County Cribs for Kids

Executive Director:
Tina M. Martin


